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The voice of animal welfare to the EU

� launched in 1980

� offices in Brussels

� advocacy (lobbying and campaigning) on EU laws, national laws or
high industry standards

� represents the leading European and international animal welfare 
organisations at EU level - 42 members - and thus speaks for 
millions of Europeans who are concerned about animals

What is Eurogroup?



Alianta pentru Protectia Animalelor 
din România



� recognises that animals = sentient beings capable of feeling pain and 
distress

� opposes all experiments and procedures that cause animals (and their 
offspring) pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm including death

� supports and promotes the application of the 3Rs. Replacement is the 
primary goal

� regulation of scientific procedures involving animals:
must be subject to a strict, transparent and publicly accountable system 
of regulation, control and inspection which includes a critical review of 
their validity, necessity and justification, and of the application of the 
3Rs. 

Eurogroup’s values and demands in the area 
of animal experimentation



� Revision of the animal experimentation directive 

� Breeding/reproduction: cloning

� Genetically modified animals used in research

� Pesticides: plant protection products and biocides

� Alternative methods – funding, development and use

� Implementation and enforcement of legislation

� Chemicals, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, etc

Eurogroup’s areas of concern in the area of 
animal experimentation





The 3Rs 1959 - 2009 

– a success story



Some historical remarksSome historical remarks



Scientifically validated methods in the fields of:

• Acute aquatic toxicity 
• Acute oral toxicity 
• Eye irritation 
• Genotoxicity
• Monoclonal antibodies production 
• Haematotoxicity
• Phototoxicity
• Pyrogenicity
• Reproductive and developmental toxicity 
• Skin corrosion 
• Skin irritation 
• Skin sensitisation 
• Vaccines: potency and safety testing



Regulatory acceptance in the fields of:

• Acute oral toxicity 
• Eye irritation 
• Phototoxicity
• Pyrogenicity
• Skin absorption 
• Skin corrosion 
• Skin irritation 
• Skin sensitisation 
• Vaccines: potency and safety testing



Numbers of animals used in the EU from 1991 - 2006
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On the other hand ...



Numbers of animals used in Germany and the UK from 1989 - 2007
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On the other hand ...



On the other hand ...



On the other hand ...

New scientific questions, new technologies, new products, 
new legislation generate new animal experiments

� endocrine disruptors

� biotechnology

� genetic engineering

� nanotech

� TSEs (BSE etc.)

� novel food

� REACH

� Plant Protection Directive

� Biocidal Directive



On the other hand ...

Novel in vivo test systems at OECD, e.g.

� Reproductive toxicity screen (OECD421)

� OECD426 developmental neurotoxicity test

� OECD407 enhanced 28-day subschronic toxicity test

� Uterotrophic assay (OECD validation effort)

� Hershberger assay (OECD validation effort)

� Extended one-generation study (OECD task force)

� Juvenile exposure drug testing

� OECD GD34 guidance: validation of new methods

� OECD GD43 guidance: reproductive toxicity testing strategy



Research and develop 

human +veterin+dentist  

31%

Fundamental biology 

studies 33%

Diagnosis of disease 2%

Other 8%

Education and training 

1,6%

Production and quality 

control human medicine 

and dentistry  11,8%

Production and quality 

control veterinary 

medicine 3.5%

Toxicological and other 

safety evaluation 8%

On the other hand …

Animal experimentation purposes in the European Union:



ConclusionsConclusions

�� last decades last decades �� many efforts for 3Rsmany efforts for 3Rs

�� animalsanimals still still usedused as as regularregular scientificscientific „„instrumentsinstruments““

�� decreasedecrease in the in the numbernumber of of animalsanimals usedused counteractedcounteracted byby

newnew scientificscientific opportunitiesopportunities for for animalanimal useuse ((newnew purposespurposes

oror newnew typestypes of of animalanimal modelsmodels))



Expectations of animal welfare organisations in EuropeExpectations of animal welfare organisations in Europe

�� 3Rs 3Rs conceptconcept needsneeds to to bebe enforcedenforced furtherfurther and and significantlysignificantly

expandedexpanded intointo areasareas beyondbeyond toxicologytoxicology

�� effectiveeffective legislationlegislation to to bebe setset up up forfor substantial substantial reductionreduction of of 

thethe numbernumber of of animalanimal experimentexperiment



Expectations of animal welfare organisations in EuropeExpectations of animal welfare organisations in Europe

Regulation of animal experiments (revised Directive 86/609): 

� Authorisation

� Ethical review body

� Inspections

� Transparency

� Non-human primates

� ....



Expectations of animal welfare organisations in EuropeExpectations of animal welfare organisations in Europe

EC & MS to develop coherent strategy to reach their EC & MS to develop coherent strategy to reach their ““high high 

prioritypriority”” goal of reducing animal experiments: in research goal of reducing animal experiments: in research 

funding and legislation involving biological testingfunding and legislation involving biological testing

Revision of Directive 86/609 to reflect thisRevision of Directive 86/609 to reflect this



Coherent strategy

� Review of all legislative requirements… e.g.: food safety

� Obligation to include animal testing in EU impact assessment 
system for new policies or legislation 

� Coordinated approach: need for centralised management for all 

areas of animal testing

� EU funding for research to apply strict scrutiny

– NO primate research

� Longer term plan on investment in alternatives



Competence Centres for Alternatives:

At EU level:At EU level:

�� highhigh--level scientific strategylevel scientific strategy--setting body/committee and expert subsetting body/committee and expert sub--

groups, with Member State and stakeholder involvementgroups, with Member State and stakeholder involvement

�� administration and coordination provided by designated personneladministration and coordination provided by designated personnel

within DG Environmentwithin DG Environment

�� provision of scientific services through ECVAM or other appropriprovision of scientific services through ECVAM or other appropriate ate 

bodybody

At national level:At national level:

�� active participation in highactive participation in high--level EU scientific strategylevel EU scientific strategy--setting body and setting body and 

working groupsworking groups

�� establishment or expansion of national centres to coordinate Memestablishment or expansion of national centres to coordinate Member ber 

State contributions to implementation of tasks identified by theState contributions to implementation of tasks identified by the EU EU 

strategystrategy--setting body or its subsetting body or its sub--groupsgroups



Thank you for your attention

+ congrats to ZEBET!

Special thanks to: Sonja van Tichelen, Kirsty Reid (Eurogroup for Animals), 
Emily Mc Ivor (DrHadwen Trust), Maggy Jennings (RSPCA), Troy Seidle (HSI)
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