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Technical book on wine analysis receives the OIV Grand Prize 

BfR Communication No. 053/2020 of 20 November 2020 

The technical book “Analytik des Weines - untersuchen und bewerten” (Wine Analysis - In-
vestigation and Evaluation) has been awarded the “Grand Prix de l'OIV 2020” in the oenol-
ogy (study of wines) category by the International Organisation of Vine and Wine (Organisa-
tion Internationale de la Vigne et du Vin; OIV). Professor Dr. Reiner Wittkowski, former Vice 
President of the BfR, is co-editor of this work together with Prof. Dr. Helmut Dietrich and Dr. 
Herbert Otteneder.  

The anthology, published in 2019 by Ulmer Verlag publishing house, delves into wine analy-
sis, which has recently undergone rapid development. The text contributions were written by 
renowned scientists, including Dr. Carsten Fauhl-Hassek, Head of the Senior Expert Office 
for the Import Control of Wine at the BfR.  

The authors discuss the entire spectrum of ingredients relevant for assessment, such as al-
cohols, sugar, acids, minerals and aroma components as well as additives, residues and 
contaminants. In addition to modern approaches in instrumental analysis, for example, for 
identity and authenticity control, classical chemical methods are presented, which still have 
reference status in the European Union to some extent. 

The development of many of these methods, their validation for international recognition and 
the possibilities for interpreting results were significantly influenced by the BfR and its prede-
cessor institutes. This was done in close cooperation with the BfR Committee for Wine and 
Fruit Juice Analyses and the German federal states’ (“Laender”) wine monitoring bodies. 

The OIV is an intergovernmental scientific and technical organisation. Since 2001, it has fo-
cused on products in viticulture, such as grapes, vines, wine, wine-based drinks and other 
vine products. An international jury awards the OIV prize each year in eleven categories. Vir-
tual awards are planned for this year because of the coronavirus. 

Further information on the BfR website: 

Overview page with links to all publications on the topic of wine (in German) 

https://www.bfr.bund.de/de/a-z_index/wein-4598.html

About the BfR 

The German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) is a scientifically independent insti-
tution within the portfolio of the Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) in Germany. 
It advises the German federal government and German federal states (“Laender”) on ques-
tions of food, chemical and product safety. The BfR conducts its own research on topics that 
are closely linked to its assessment tasks. 

This text version is a translation of the original German text which is the only legally binding 
version. 
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