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1. The Answer

Jein



1. The Answer

Ja und nein



2. Examples (Ja)

Article 68(2):

- Ban of CMRs Cat 1 as such or in mixtures for 
consumer use;

- Ban of CMRs Cat 1 in an article (for certain article 
types)



2. Examples (Ja)

PAH restriction of 2015 based on a German Dossier 
according to Article 68(2)
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2. Examples (Ja)

PentaBDPE banned in 2003 based among other 
considerations on the precautionary principle due to 
the exposure to new borns through breast milk.



2. Examples (but)

Restrictions does not work in a vacuum.

- There is registration
- There is the use of information in the supply chain
- There is product legislation

See Jack de Bruijn's Presentation!!!!!



2. Examples (but)

Restrictions are after the fact.

The hazardous substance is in use, investments 
made, articles bought by consumers and exposures 
real.

Leading to an unacceptable risk at EU level 



2. Examples (but)

- Annex XV Dossier prepared within 12 months
- ECHA opinion within 15 months
- Commission within 3 months
- Vote within 1.5 months
- Transition period



3. The EU's 7th EAP - Chemicals

• REACH and CLP, as well as PPP and
• Biocides, provide baseline of protection

• Increased efforts needed to meet the WSSD 2020 
goal (the "minimisation of adverse effects" goal)

• New challenges need to be met (Nano, Mixtures, 
EDs, Chemicals in Products)!



3. The EU's 7th EAP - Chemicals

• The 7th EAP sets out to meet these
• challenges through the development of:
•
• EU strategy for a non-toxic environment, 

supported by chemical knowledgebases

• By 2018 (building on existing measures)



3. The EU's 7th EAP - Chemicals

• Including the minimisation of exposure to 
chemicals in products, including, inter alia, 
imported products, with a view to promoting non-
toxic material cycles and reducing indoor 
exposure to harmful substances;



Keep Innovating (in Transparent Chemicals
World):

- Move from having information to accumulating 
knowledge (the ability to use information)
- Chemical Companies become Chemical 

Knowledge Companies
- Access and storage of information becomes a 

public good

Need EU Chemicals (Exposure and Toxicity) 
Knowledgebase!

3. The EU's 7th EAP - Chemicals



4. Circular Economy
Circular Economy Package with the following 
chemicals actions:

- - Analyse and propose options on the interface 
between chemicals, products and waste legislation, 
- Enable SMEs to have access to 
knowledge/techniques 

To also be finished in 2017



Substance Mixture Article

Waste PhaseREACH Phase

Registration and Authorisation Re-use

Recycling

Recovery

Only through EoW

Discarded

Always

4. Circular Economy



5. Conclusions

• - We have a solid regulatory framework where 
increased implementation efforts will give 
increased benefits

• - The 7th EAP identified areas needing further 
work, including substances in articles

• - The non-toxic environment strategy is an 
opportunity to set the beyond 2020 chemicals 
agenda



Thank you for your attention

Bjorn Hansen, Head of Unit, Chemicals, 
DG Environment, European Commission, Brussels

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals


