
button  
cells

what does  
science say?

the bfr science comic



no, no . ..

... no!

If battery compartments 
are not screwed shut, children can 
easily remove the batteries 

from devices.

  
button cells

are one of the less well-known 
household hazards for 

small children.



children 
have a special talent for 

locating 
+++ button cells +++

lying around somewhere.

hands
off!

Attention, attention! 
These batteries should be 

kept away 
from children.



If a button cell 
is swallowed and lodges 
itself in the oesophagus, 

contact with mucous membra-
nes can often generate an 

electric current 
that can cause severe 

chemical burns.

affected people 
often only develop 

noticeable symptoms 
after several hours.

with a little bit of luck, 
though, nothing at all happens. 

the residual voltage 

in used batteries 
is still sufficient to cause 

chemical burns, too.

the battery then 
leaves the body 
the natural way.



the bfr recommends:
 immediately visiting a paediatric 

clinic or emergency medicalcentre 
even upon mere suspicion 

of a swallowed 
button cell.

don’t induce vomiting and 

don’t give the child 
any food or drink.

If possible, bring along
the device or

battery packaging 
so that the type of battery

can be determined.

more information: 
www.bfr.bund.de/en



Legal notice

Publisher:
German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment | BfR 

Max-Dohrn-Straße 8-10
10589 Berlin, Germany
T +49 30 18412-0
F +49 30 18412-99099
bfr@bfr.bund.de
bfr.bund.de/en

Institution under public law  
Represented by the President Professor Dr Dr Dr h. c. Andreas Hensel  
Supervisory Authority: German Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Regional Identity (BMLEH) 
Responsible according to the German Press Law: Dr Suzan Fiack
VAT ID No. DE 165 893 448

ISSN: 3053-9013 (Online) | 3053-9072 (Print) 
DOI: 10.17590/20250613-122537-0

Status: July 2026

About the BfR
The German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) is a scientifically independent institution within the portfolio of 
the German Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Regional Identity (BMLEH). It protects people's health preventively in 
the fields of public health and veterinary public health. The BfR provides advice to the Federal Government as well as the 
Federal States (‘Laender’) on questions related to food, feed, chemical and product safety. The BfR conducts its own 
research on topics closely related to its assessment tasks.

This text version is a translation of the original  
German text which is the only legally binding version.


