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XORA: Joint web platform for educational
programmes in the field of risk assessment of
food and feed

Cross-border cooperation in food and feed safety risk assessment is becoming
increasingly important in the face of new global challenges. But how can we
ensure that future generations also have well-trained risk assessors? Training
programmes are available throughout Europe and internationally, and demand is
high. However, the wide range on offer can make it difficult to find high-quality
training programmes. The xXORA web platform aims to close this gap. xORA stands
for eXcellent One Health Risk Assessment Education and is a project of risk
assessment institutions from nine EU Member States funded by the European
Food Safety Authority (EFSA), in the planning and implementation of which the
German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) is also involved.

XORA is an online marketplace for training and further education formats. Training
providers, such as universities or risk assessment institutions, are networked with
learners here. A peer review system guarantees that training formats linked to the
platform fulfil the quality standards of the xORA seal. The now public web platform
was officially launched at the end of January. In addition to EFSA, over 70
participants from at least 15 EU countries took part in the online event.

From now on, course providers can register on the site and register their courses
to receive the quality seal.

The web portal can be accessed at the following address:
https://www.xoraeducation.eu/

The xORA initiative is part of the efforts of EU risk assessment authorities and EFSA to create
a long-term common framework for the education, training and further training of risk
assessors - initially in the area of food and feed safety.
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The following target groups are a particular focus: learners and employers of risk assessors,
reviewers and providers of training formats.

Training providers can upload information in English about their courses on the website and
apply for the xORA quality seal. These training programmes include online, hybrid and face-
to-face courses of various formats and durations. There are no restrictions regarding the
language of instruction.

Reviewers who evaluate the training programmes must themselves fulfil certain criteria. For
example, they should come from state institutions, have several years of professional
experience in a relevant field and hold a Master's degree or doctorate in the same subject.
Each training programme is assessed by two reviewers independently of each other and
according to publicly accessible criteria of the xORA quality seal. After a successful review,
the quality seal is issued and the training programmes are linked to xORA.

In future, the xORA website will enable all interest groups to quickly find out about the
range of high-quality training and further education programmes in the field of risk
assessment. XORA contributes to the harmonisation of training standards, supports the
promotion of young talent, improves international exchange between learners and teachers
and gives training providers good international visibility for their courses.
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Further information on the BfR website on One-Health

A-Z Index: One Health
https://www.bfr.bund.de/de/a-z index/one health-202162.html
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About the BfR

The German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) is a scientifically in-
dependent institution within the portfolio of the Federal Ministry of Food and
Agriculture (BMEL) in Germany. It advises the Federal Government and the
States ("Laender") on issues of food, chemical and product safety.

product safety. The BfR conducts its own research on topics that are closely
related to its assessment tasks.

About the German EFSA Focal Point

The German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) is the EFSA Focal Point Germany

and thus the national contact point between the German institutions and

authorities for food and feed safety and the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA).

The aim of the German EFSA Focal Point is to promote cooperation and coordination of food
risk assessment between the responsible stakeholders in the Member States and at
European level in order to ensure food safety across the board in Europe.

SFOCAL POINT

This text version is a translation of the original German text which is the only legally binding version.

Imprint

Publisher:

German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment
Max-Dohrn-Strasse 8-10

10589 Berlin

T+49 30 18412-0

F +49 30 18412-99099

bfr@bfr.bund.de
bfr.bund.de

Institution under public law

Represented by the President Professor Dr Dr Dr h. c. Andreas Hensel
Supervisory authority: Federal Ministry of Nutrition and Agriculture
VAT number: DE 165 893 448

V.i.S.d.P: Dr Suzan Fiack

@ ® valid for texts created by the BfR
Images/photos/graphics are excluded unless otherwise labelled

BfR | Risiken erkennen -
Gesundheit schiitzen

BfR | xORA | Communication from 4 March 2025


mailto:bfr@bfr.bund.de
https://bfr.bund.de/
https://x.com/bfrde
https://www.instagram.com/bfrde/
https://www.youtube.com/@bfr_bund
https://social.bund.de/@bfr
https://de.linkedin.com/company/bundesinstitut-f-r-risikobewertung
https://soundcloud.com/risikobewertung
https://www.threads.net/@bfrde
https://bsky.app/profile/bfrde.bsky.social
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

