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Salmonella Control Programme - results for the year 2015 
 
BfR Opinion No 29/2017, 20 September 2017 
 
As part of the EU-wide salmonella control programme, the member states draw up an annual 
report on the proportion of Salmonella-positive flocks of breeding poultry (Gallus gallus), lay-
ing hens, broilers as well as breeding and fattening turkeys. To compile the national report, 
the federal states have been submitting the results of their investigations to the competent 
federal authorities for evaluation since 2007. The German Federal Institute for Risk Assess-
ment (BfR) prepares the report on the control programme every year on the basis of this da-
ta. 
 
The evaluation of the data for 2015 shows a marked increase in the detection rate (preva-
lence) for Salmonella in laying hens compared to the previous year, an upward trend in 
breeding hens and fattening turkeys, and a stable or declining detection rate in broilers and 
breeding turkeys. The control targets were reached for the control-relevant Salmonella 
serovars in all included poultry groups. According to Community legislation, Salmonella 
should be detectable in a maximum of 1% or 2% (laying hens) of the investigated flocks. 
 
More information at the BfR website on the subject of Salmonella 
 
Salmonella A-Z-Index 
 
http://www.bfr.bund.de/en/a-z_index/salmonella-130202.html  
 
 
The full version of this BfR opinion is available in German on 
http://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/salmonellen-bekaempfungsprogramm-ergebnisse-fuer-das-
jahr-2015.pdf 
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The German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) is an independent scientific re-
search institution within the portfolio of the Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL). 
It advises the Federal Government and Federal Laender on questions of food, chemical and 
product safety. The BfR conducts its own research on topics that are closely linked to its as-
sessment tasks. 
 
 
This text version is a translation of the original German text which is the only legally binding 

version. 


