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− Independent research institution

− in the remit of the Federal Ministry of Food and 
Agriculture (BMEL)

− Assessment of health risks posed by food, feed, 
products or chemicals

− Research to expand the knowledge on which 
assessments are based

− Communication and consultation with various 
stakeholders

German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR)
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Slightly more than half of the 
population rates food that can be 
bought in Germany as safe or very 
safe.
Info: https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/350/bfr-verbrauchermonitor-02-2023.pdf

Food and eating is pleasure

The majority of Europeans associate 
food and eating with pleasure, such 
as selecting fresh and tasty foods (58 %) 
and with enjoyment of meals with 
friends and family (54 %). 
Info: https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/corporate/pub/eurobarometer10
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Game meat – a healthy and „well-known“ food?

6 Niewiadomska et al., 2020



…the feeling of knowing the product…
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1. Game animal habitats and exposure to chemical and biological hazards

Sources: DJV, R. Pieper



…the feeling of knowing the product…
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2. Hunting practice – ammunition, processing and the commodity chain

Haase et al., 2023; BfR



Example - Per- and PolyFluoroAlkyl Substances (The „Forever chemicals“)
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• Industrial/man made chemicals, extremely stable
• Bioaccumulative in aquatic and terrestrial food webs
• Adverse effects in animals and humans
• Tolerable weekly intake 4.4 ng/kg BW (sum of 4 substances)

• Many known contamination areas across Europe Sources: European Environment Agency (EEA), March 2022, Le Monde, 2023, EFSA, 2020



PFAS in game meat – A matter of scaling
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Source: BfR, 2021



A wild boars diet

11

Source: DJV; Landesanstalt für Umwelt Baden-
Württemberg, 2021; R. Pieper



Summary and outlook (From the forest to the table)

• Game meat is considered a high quality and nutritional food

• Is game meat safe? How and where can we influence game meat safety?

• Can we generate standard recommendations regarding hunting practice?

• PFAS as an example for mainly influence of envorinment, homerange, animal factors

• Other examples to be presented and discussed today and tomorrow…
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